PROGRAMME FOCUS REPORT FORM
FEDERATION: SI/Europe


NEW PROJECT/PROGRAMME
(

CONTINUING PROJECT/PROGRAMME
(

FUNDRAISING
(
The core purpose of Soroptimist International is to advance human rights and the status of women. In order to do this, clubs undertake service projects in their communities that improve the lives of women and girls. In order to track the success in achieving the core purpose, SI clubs are asked to submit programme focus reports on their successful club projects. Once completed, forward to:

Union and/or Federation Coordinator  :Marlise Binder
Part I. Identification

Date:  30/08/06    Club Name: Oudenaarde-Vlaamse Ardennen   Union/Region:  Belgium

Club contact Name: An Koninckx (president), Joke Cordemans      Email: joke.cordemans@skynet.be
Project Title:  To place a beguinage townhouse at the disposal of women in need.
Project Partnerships: An Koninckx, Geertrui Cosyns, Greet Ghesquiere, Katrien Van Lancker, Anne Puissant,  Joke Cordemans
Target Group: Women (from Oudenaarde and its environment ) looking for a place to stay due to a critical social situation.  
Part II:

Programme of Service Area*  (Check the box/boxes that best describes your project): 

*Details overleaf.

( Economic and Social Development:     

Describe your project

(1) What you did, (2) Why you did it, (3) How you did it, (4) Results and recommendations
(1) -Financial support for the renovation of the beguinage of Oudenaarde.
     -Renting a beguinage townhouse and placing it at disposal of women in need.

(2)Beguinages are unique: apart from 26 beguinages in Flanders, 1 in France and 2 in the Netherlands, there are none. That’s why they are on the list of the “world inheritance” provided by the United Nations. At this moment in Oudenaarde 25 out of 35 beguinage houses are occupied by single elderly, most of them women, with limited financial means. The other 10 houses urgently need renovation. Our club made the commitment to –during the course of 8 years- pay part of the debt that fund “beguinage Oudenaarde” had to engage in to realise the maintenance and renovation of this protected estate.

As an award for this financial gesture, we were allowed to rent a beguinage townhouse ourselves and (through an official social organisation) place it at disposal of women in need. 

(3)During the 8 years, until 2012, we yearly donate 1250 euros for the renovation of the beguinage. The rent of one house was set to be for 1 year, with the possibility to be prolonged after a profound evaluation.
With our financial profit from other projects such as our yearly stand at the christmas market and our fashion show, we bought furniture and the household effects. With the club members and their spouses we furnished and cleaned the house and turned it into a cosy “home”. 

(4)Result:
-a beguinage under full construction to be renovated as a historical patrimonium for the town of Oudenaarde.
-a house where women in need, possibly with children can reside temporarily and find find some peace.

Recommandations:

-by organising different fund raising projects and through our commitment to renovating the beguinage, the name “soroptimist” gets known in Oudenaarde and its surroudings.

-the profit of our fourth edition of “fashion-this is Oudenaarde” (february ’06) went entirally to this beguinage project.

(concept: to show fashion out of the local stores by the -average sized- members of soroptimist themselves and their partners)
Project Costs: 20000 euro  (details enclosed in attachment)
Pictures on the web-site : www.soroptimist.be    (Oudenaarde-meer nieuws– > “ons begijnhofhuisje is klaar”)

The details on this sheet should be typewritten. Please use only this (one) sheet.

Further information:

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL – PROGRAMME FOCUS 2003 - 2007

Economic and Social Development

Women will live and work in safe and equitable environments with equal opportunities for advancement.

A. Develop programs and partnerships to eradicate the extreme poverty and hunger of women and girls*

     (Empower young women to meet today’s challenges)

B. Improve societal and workplace conditions to enable women to achieve their potential.

C. Increase women’s involvement in managing and decision making

* Related to Millenium Development goals.

