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PROGRAMME LIASON  Bénédicte Vanden Daele SIB, b.vandendaele@geradin-law.be    

I. Identification





SOROPTIMIST CLUB IEPER - BELGIUM
Club Contact : Mieke DUTHOO, Meenseweg 64 – B 8900 IEPER

phone: +32 57 20 71 7, e-mail: mieke.duthoo@delreux.eu

Project title : Kids read for Kids SIB Project 2006-2008 “READING CLASSES – VZW BORN IN AFRICA”
II. Project area

√Education and Culture

√New project

Total : money spent: € 500,00 - hours spent: 50 hours - persons involved: +/- 80

II. What, Why, How   :  what  is BORN IN AFRICA and the READING CLASSES ?

http://www.borninafrica.org

Born in Africa (BIA) is a Belgian/South African NPO whose activities are aimed at stimulating the educational development of youngsters from underprivileged backgrounds living in previously disadvantaged communities in the Bitou district. By creating better opportunities for youngsters to participate in the labour market, we hope to improve the current situation of social and economic distress. BIA is now active in four primary schools (Crags Primary, Kranshoek Primary, Harkerville and Wittedrift Primary), one secondary school (Plett Secondary) and one preschool (Quolweni). All these schools are situated in the vicinities of Plettenberg Bay in the Bitou district. Good education is above all one of the fundamental rights of the child. Born in Africa focuses its activities mainly within the Bitou district. By giving children better opportunities to finish their school careers successfully, Born in Africa tries to create better perspectives for the future. BIA has developed a threefold strategy: 

1.Individual support program, 2.Educational projects, 3.Parent and community working.
One of these projects are the READING CLASSES : extra reading and writing exercises for children who are experiencing difficulties in mastering these basic skills. These children receive extra lessons from trained reading teachers during school hours. Every day, reading teachers take carefully selected groups of kids out of the class and make extensive exercises with them on reading, writing, expression, reading comprehension, creative writing, ... In this way, they are also trained in general language proficiency. At the start of each year, all children must take a standardized reading test that was developed by the South African Department of Education. At the end of the year the same test is repeated, which allows school psychologists to establish and keep record of the progressions that were made in the course of the year. These tests are designed at the national level and therefore allow comparison on a national scale. By the end of the year, most of the children have made such progress that they can move to a higher grade without lagging behind anymore.
Why : we choose this project to sponsor?

Good reading and writing skills are essential for a successful school career and for good job prospects in adult life. That is why Born in Africa launched the initiative of organizing extra reading and writing classes in 2005. These classes are taught by reading teachers who have been trained under the supervision of an expert reading mentor and who are further educated in special workshops. The reading teachers usually live in the communities where they teach. Apart from their permanent training, they also receive monthly allowances for the hours they teach. In other words, not only the children but also women from the community benefit from this project. Reading classes have such a positive impact on the children’s school results, Born in Africa has decided to continue its reading class project in 2007. South Africa may be regarded as the most developed country on the African continent, there is nonetheless great social and economical inequality amongst its people. The country still bares the traces of the Apartheid system which systematically marginalized entire population groups. 
How :  1 By supporting a reading class  : With the structural support of one class we are helping no less than 40 children! With a single contribution we support an entire class! The donations are invested in the education of reading teachers and in infrastructural facilities that are indispensable for the proper working of the reading classes. In October 2006, during a trip in South-Africa, Mieke Duthoo, member

of Soroptimist Club Ieper, get the opportunity to visit one of the schools of Born in Africa and to met Remi and Lieve De Backer, who spent half of their time in Plettenberg Bay. They are the link for Born

in Africa between South-Africa and Belgium. How : 2 By sponsoring one dinner – budget of  a monthly

club meeting.  The objectives are to be content with a sandwich,  be inspired to support the project and learn to be happy with less.  Solidarity related to this project will continue in 2008.  
III. Outcome and recommendations : In this way we are contributing to a project with great sustainability: once the reading teachers have been educated and the infrastructure has been provided, the reading classes can start leading a life of their own and will eventually become independent from financial donations from sponsors. Every 4 months we receive a well documentated newsletter from Born

in Africa with foto’s and results from the children’s school behaviour in the sponsored classes.
